aged 52 years, who died in the Poland Street Workhouse.
On the evening of January 27 the deceased was knocked down by a cab. He was taken by a policeman to the Middlesex Hospital, where two young surgeons, it was said, examined him, and said they were unable to say what was the matter with him, at the same time telling the officer to take the man to the Poland Street Workhouse. After being in the hospital not more than fifteen minutes the constable walked with the deceased to the workhouse, where the injured man was put in the insane ward, as was usual with all obstreperous patients. Death took place on Monday. A post-mortem showed that the skull was fractured, and that death was due to shock.
The Coroner, in summing up, said it was perfectly obvious that when an injured man was taken to a hospital he should be seen by a surgeon of experience, and it was only prudent to await developments. Although it was not suggested that the deceased's removal accelerated his death, yet he thought the jury were quite right to take notice of these things, for it was likely to be productive of much good. It stimulated public opinion with regard to hospitals. The subject was now engaging much attention, and the trend of public opinion was that there should be further popular control of hospitals. Popular control they already possessed in a very small degree through jurymen at inquests, but he had long felt that that was not sufficient, and they should make as much as they could of the opportunity.
In returning a verdict of accidental death the jury added a rider to the effect that the deceased ought to have been detained at the hospital for a sufficient time to see whether his symptoms developed. 
